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CABIN REPORT
By Kathy Disney

The Professional Loadmaster Association (PLA) was formed in the State of 
Washington as an active membership organization for an exclusive group of 
professionals recognized as Loadmasters.  The PLA is organized and governed by 
a duly-elected Executive Committee of past and present Loadmasters.  In March 
1997, the State of Washington issued a Certifi cate of Incorporation declaring the 
Professional Loadmaster Association a nonprofi t organization.  PLA membership 
is comprised of and limited to current and former military and civilian 
Loadmasters who have fl own as an Aircraft Loadmaster performing aircrew 
duties on transport aircraft.  A newsletter titled “The Loader” shall be published 
three times a year to inform the membership of Loadmaster participation within 
the airlift community and the association’s current & future business activities.  
The use of "The Loader" newsletter is voluntary.  Any comments, views, 
opinions, or advice expressed in this newsletter are solely the opinions of the 
individual who expresses them and should not be construed as refl ecting the 
position, views, or policy of the PLA, or its executive members.  Neither the 
PLA nor its current or former agents, members, executive members, employees, 
offi  cers or representatives shall have any liability or responsibility for any use 
of or reliance upon any comments, views, opinions or advice expressed in this 
newsletter or information gained through this newsletter, including but not limited 
to liability or responsibility for any direct or indirect omission or negligence.  
Users of this newsletter agree, in advance, to hold harmless and indemnify the 
PLA and its agents, members, executive members, employees, offi  cers and 
representatives from and against and with respect to any and all claims, damages, 
liabilities, losses and expenses, without limitation, arising from or related to any 
comments, views, opinions or advice expressed in this newsletter or information 
gained through this newsletter, and agree to the above terms in this paragraph.Cabin Report - continued on page 3
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Hey Load!!  I hope this edition fi nds 
you all safe and well.  What a year!  Of 
course, I have to start this Cabin Report 
with a heavy heart-felt loss of some 
fellow Loadmasters.  Some I knew 
better than others, some I didn’t know 
at all.  But the one thing I do know, is 
they will all be missed by friends and 
family.  Prayers of peace and strength go 
out to all those touched by their passing.  

They will be missed!  Next topic - July should be the month 
we prepare for the Gathering of Loads.  But of course, COVID 
delayed this event until August of 2022.  It is still at the Wyndam 
San Diego Bayside, San Diego, CA.  The Gathering is when we 
should offi  cially announce the results of elections.  Instead, I will 
offi  cially announce here.  Although there were no competing 
positions, I want to thank all who voted a “vote of confi dence” 
for each position.  We had a total of 156 votes!  And thank you 
Curt Snyder, President of Arizona (Rescue West) chapter, for 
heading up the elections committee.  Drum roll…  Thank you, 
Chris Cummings, for running for Secretary, Sean Zeringue Public 
Relations (PR) Director and Chris Dockery for continuing as 
Treasurer!  And a BIG THANK YOU to John Moore, who has 
been in the position for many years!  And Chris Koch as the 
previous PR Director, thank you!  The Gathering is also when we 
announce the Loadmaster of the Year Awards.  Those awards are 
still being graded, and Chapter Presidents will be notifi ed soon.  
We will send out previous PLA Loadmaster of the Year award 
winners their awards this year as well.  This is also time for PLA 
Scholarship winners to be announced.  Congratulations to all the 
winners (page 7)!  Thank you to those who continue to support 
the Scholarship program, including USAA with their generous 
donation, and several individual member donations!  I encourage 
all PLA members and their families perusing higher education to 
take advantage of this program.  We continue eff orts to migrate 
our membership database to Wild Apricot database management 
company.  Most life-time members' accounts are set up.  If you have 
not accessed your account, please got to https://pla.wildapricot.
org/select “join” and it will allow you to update your membership, 
renew your membership, and edit member profi le.  You can also 
choose to have your “The Loader” newsletter sent electronically or 
paper, old-school like I prefer.  You can also access your account 
information from www.loadmasters.com “join us.”  If you need 
assistance, please contact me at kathydisney1@yahoo.com or 
Andrew Lloyd at andrew85.lloyd@gmail.com.  I really look 
forward to us all getting together next year, IN PERSON…at the 
Gathering of Loads.  Having things get back to normal is long 
overdue!  I am sure everyone is aware the Golden West Chapter 
is hosting the next GoL.  If there is any interest in helping with 
the conference, or ideas for topics, briefers, please reach out to 

the Golden West Chapter or any executive member.  Again, I’m 
really looking forward to this next Gathering, which is PLA’s 
25th Anniversary year.  Until then, stay safe and Load Clear…

“The Loader” Editor
Bill Weeper, “The Loader” Editor - In this issue of "The Loader" 
you will fi nd some Executive Committe member reports and 
chapter reports.  The Airline Professional Loadmaster column will 
be back in the November 2021 issue.  The Golden West Chapter 
has an update on the 2022 Gathering of Loads convention.  Anyone 
who would like to contribute Loadmaster stories please send them 
to me at weeperjr@satx.rr.com.  If you have any photographs of 
Loadmasters working on a cargo aircraft, loading/unloading an 
aircraft or performing other duties please send them to me.  I would 
like to thank MASSIF, Loadmaster Tool Kit (Larry Crain), JD's 
Hide Away (Jesse Doyle), and Meathead Ed’s Food Truck (Kyle and 
Kathy Disney) for being sponsors of "The Loader" (page 8 & 9).  In 
this issue we are sadden by the passing of Mike Welch.  Besides his 
obituary in our In Memorium section we also have a eulogy by one 
of his life long friends, Robert Schrader.  I would also like to thank 
USAA, the AFRC 1A2 Command Chiefs group/Richard Russell 
and Al Capone for sponsoring some of this year's scholarships.  For 
those of you who know anyone who would like to be a sponsor of 
the PLA and/or “The Loader” please have them get in touch with 
me at weeperjr@satx.rr.com.  I will be happy to send them a Media/
Press Kit.  We can acknowledge the sponsor’s company in “The 
Loader” with their name, company logo, and contact information.  
A full page acknowledgement is $500.00, a 1/2 page is $250.00, 
a 1/4 page is $125.00, and a Business Card size is $100.00.
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Cover Photograph: - Michael M. Welch - Professional 
Loadmaster Association Member 12 passed away June 7, 2021.

Cabin Report - Cont. from page 2

Secretary Report
Our new National Secretary is Chris Cummings.  There will be no 
Secretary report in this issue.  He is currently transitioning into the 
position from John Moore.  Please address any correspondence to 
Chris Cummings starting July 1, 2021.  Chris can be contacted at: (845) 
475-8457 or cchris1686@gmail.com.  For any paper correspondence 
please send it to the Professional Loadmaster Association, Attention: 
Chris Cummings, P.O. Box 4351, Tacoma WA 98438-0351. 

the Golden West Chapter or any executive member.  Again, I’m 
really looking forward to this next Gathering, which is PLA’s 
25th Anniversary year.  Until then, stay safe and Load Clear…

“The Loader” Editor

Treasurer Report
Chris Dockery, Treasurer - As of June 15, 2021 the Professional 
Loadmaster Association has a total of $8,342.31 in checking 
and $21,774.51 in savings.  Total Assets $30,116.82.

Bill Weeper, “The Loader” Editor - In this issue of "The Loader" 
you will find some Executive Committe member reports and 
chapter reports.  The Airline Professional Loadmaster column will 
be back in the November 2021 issue.  The Golden West Chapter 
has an update on the 2022 Gathering of Loads convention.  Anyone 
who would like to contribute Loadmaster stories please send them 
to me at weeperjr@satx.rr.com.  If you have any photographs of 
Loadmasters working on a cargo aircraft, loading/unloading an 
aircraft or performing other duties please send them to me.  I would 
like to thank MASSIF, Loadmaster Tool Kit (Larry Crain), JD's 
Hide Away (Jesse Doyle), and Meathead Ed’s Food Truck (Kyle and 
Kathy Disney) for being sponsors of "The Loader" (page 8 & 9).  In 
this issue we are sadden by the passing of Mike Welch.  Besides his 
obituary in our In Memorium section we also have a eulogy by one 
of his life long friends, Robert Schrader.  I would also like to thank 
USAA, the AFRC 1A2 Command Chiefs group/Richard Russell 
and Al Capone for sponsoring some of this year's scholarships.  For 
those of you who know anyone who would like to be a sponsor of 
the PLA and/or “The Loader” please have them get in touch with 
me at weeperjr@satx.rr.com.  I will be happy to send them a Media/
Press Kit.  We can acknowledge the sponsor’s company in “The 
Loader” with their name, company logo, and contact information.  
A full page acknowledgement is $500.00, a 1/2 page is $250.00, 
a 1/4 page is $125.00, and a Business Card size is $100.00.

Aloha Chapter
Josh Moracco, Aloha Chapter VP/Treasurer  – Aloha!  The Aloha 
Chapter has been making big strides in planning a fundraising 
Golf Tournament on October 25, 2021 at Leilehua Golf Course.  
I would like to congratulate our President MSgt Brandon Sarceda 
on his promotion to SMSgt!  Recently SMSgt Sarceda, former 
president MSgt Kang, former treasurer MSgt Morse, and I, 
participated in American Asian Pacific Islander (AAPI) flight & 
static representing C-17’s for 15th/154th wings.  Our most recent 
exercise was the Battalion Mass Tactical Week (BMTW) in 
Anchorage, AK.  The 204th and 535th both participated in airdrop 
sorties which consisted of 2 Heavy, 12 CDS and 500+ paratroopers.  

Next meeting will be TBD via Facebook and pending new Hawaii 
Covid19 guidelines.  You can contact me at moracco@ymail.com.

L - R: Aloha Chapter President Brandon Sarceda, Maj Saito, Lt Col Itoman, Maj 
West and Aloha Chapter VP/Treasurer Josh Moracco

Arizona Chapter (Rescue West)
Curt Snyder, Arizona Chapter (Rescue West) President - It is a quiet 
time here at the Arizona Chapter Rescue West.  The 79th Rescue 
Squadron at Davis-Monthan said good-bye to another deployment 
rotation that just departed for the “other” less hospitable desert in 
May.  While they are out providing rescue support for CENTCOM 
the rest of us are braving the Arizona summer heat and flying our 
local training missions around the great American southwest.  Now 
that the pandemic is slowly shrinking from our rear-view mirror, 
our focus is once again on how we train our new Loadmasters and 
continue to build Rescue into the USAF's ACE construct.  Our 
issues continue to be centered around lack of manning (hint, hint 
AMC loads looking for a new opportunity).  Since we are such a 
low-density and high-demand unit, each and every Loadmaster in 
the unit is as important as ever.  From the newest Load fresh from the 
schoolhouse at Kirtland to our most seasoned Load about to retire, 
we all have a major role not only in the squadron but our efforts 
carry a huge impact within the wing as well.  Recent evidence 
of this validation comes in the form of one of our Loadmasters 
winning Airman of the Year at the 355th WG.  Congratulations 
SrA DeLaCruz!  These things we do that others may live!  You 
can contact me at (505) 900-1521 or corasn83@gmail.com

SrA DelaCruz is most forward Loadmaster on the ramp
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Liberty Chapter
Michael Kent, Liberty Chapter President - Hello from Exit 7.  
Greetings from the Liberty Chapter!  My name is Mike Kent, and 
I am the chapter President.  Josh Piper is our Vice President.  Kent 
Brown is our Treasurer and the East Coast Vice President.  Our 
Secretary position is currently vacant.  The Liberty Chapter is 
centered around Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, New Jersey.  
We have been holding meetings every other month via Zoom.  We 
are looking for a new venue to hold our breakfast meetings.  Like 
most states New Jersey has lifted most COVID restrictions.  We 
had a nice picnic recently hosted by JP and Barb Salisbury.  This 
was our first real event in a long time.  It was nice to spend the day 
with fellow Loadmasters and friends.  The theme for the picnic was 
Cinco De Mayo.  Lots of good Mexican food and some Corona beer.  
We had a little scare with the weather.  We had a few rain showers 
pass thru.  You should have seen the group of us trying to tie a tarp 
up with 550 cord.  This was also a farewell to JP and Barb.  They 
have moved to their lake house in New York.  Good luck to them 

Loadmasters at the Liberty Chapter picnic at JP's house.  L-R:Mike Huelsenbeck, John 
Dipasquale, Mike Kent, JP, Anne Brown, Kent Brown, Rick Marston and Phil Julia

Golden West Chapter
Al Montes, Golden West Chapter President - Greetings from 
the Golden West Chapter!  First and foremost, we would like to 
acknowledge the passing of Chief Michael Welch.  His contributions 
to Loadmastering and C-17 operations are unmatched.  His history 
as an enlisted aviator was one of influence and leadership.  Thank 
you, Mike, for all that you accomplished and being a valued 
member of our chapter.  May you find calm weather and clear 
skies.  Fly safe friend.  Our Chapter was finally able to have an 
actual in person BBQ!  We recently held our May meeting on a 
Saturday afternoon at the Redlands Airport.  Our chapter treasurer, 
Philip Ensley, rented a hangar at the airport and was able to host 
our BBQ providing an amazing location for our members to eat 
some great food and fellowship with each other.  We held a raffle 
for a chance to win a flight in a PT-19 Fairchild that our own Philip 
Ensley piloted.  Paul Pfeifer was selected and was taken for a flight 
through our beautiful sunny southern California skies.  Everyone 
in attendance had a great time as we conversed over some frosty 
beverages, watched the local aviators take to the skies and simply 
had a space to return to some normalcy.  For all who joined us, 
thank you for your attendance and participation in the BBQ.  It 
was an amazing day, and we look forward to having an event like 
this more often!!  Let’s talk about the Gathering of Loads (GoL) 
convention!  Our chapter recently conducted a site visit at the 
Wyndham San Diego Bayside and we could not be more excited 
to have identified this location to host the next GoL.  Some of 
the highlights of this location are as follows:  Free shuttle to and 
from the airport.  Walking distance (10-minute walk) to the USS 
Midway, Santa Fe Depot station, and Little Italy.  Moments away 
from Gas Lamp quarter, PetCo Park and East Village.  We will 
have access to a private hospitality space that we will be allowed 
to manage how we see fit.  Rooms will be available for $169 a 
night with options to upgrade.  We are hoping to get a registration 
link up and running soon so that we can start filling this event.  If 
any of the chapters are looking to donate, please do not hesitate to 
contact us at: alfredmontes78@gmail.com or pensley14@gmail.

Wyndham San Diego Bayside entrance to the conference room

Bill Cannon Chapter
Daniel Denman, Vice President, Bill Cannon Chapter - While it 
did start looking like Washington was about to open, the governor 
decided to reenact a lot of restrictions.  At this time, the county 
where the Professional Loadmaster Association (PLA) resides 
is still under significant Covid restrictions and it looks like 
those restrictions will be in place until at least the late summer.  
There is a lot of interest in starting to revitalize the chapter, but 
at this time that is not really a very feasible option.  Once the 
restrictions are lifted and we can have meetings again, I will post 
an update.  This past Memorial Day weekend is traditionally the 
time we place flags on PLA member's cemetary grave sites at 
Firlane in Spanaway and Mt. View in Lakewood.  On Saturday 
May 29, 2021, we started at 0900 and placed flags followed by 
breakfast at Homestead Restaurant in Lakewood/Tacoma.  We 
will also be closing down the Northwest Chapter Facebook page 
and starting a new Bill Cannon Facebook page in the immediate 
future.  For more information about our chapter please contact our 
me at: danieldenman@hotmail.com or daniel.denman@us.af.mil.

com.  More details to follow so be on the lookout for additional 
info in the near future!  Cheers from the Golden West Chapter!

Wyndham San Diego Bayside hotel looking out into the San Diego Bay
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Parker-Aguillon-Payne Chapter

Loadmasters at the Liberty Chapter picnic at JP's house.  L-R:Mike Huelsenbeck, John 
Dipasquale, Mike Kent, JP, Anne Brown, Kent Brown, Rick Marston and Phil Julia

Mark E. Raymond, PAP Chapter President - First of all, I’d like 
to thank Arne Suvantne for offering and opening his garage for 
our first meeting that our chapter has had in over a year.  We 
had our main supporters attend and the Pizza and refreshments 
provided by Arne were the best.  I am always proud to advocate 
the success of our chapter and the continuing support we have had 
from our members since 1998.  As we may be seeing an end to 
this Pandemic, a few of our chapter events have started to open 
up for our participation.  A scaled back NASCAR race was held 
the weekend of June 5th and 6th, and the NHRA drag races are 
scheduled to be held the end of July at the Sonoma Raceway and 
we are hoping for more volunteer slots.  They did limit the number 
of volunteers needed during the NASCAR Race, but nevertheless 
we did have a few slots that allowed us to participate to help 
support our chapter.  Volunteering at the raceway is a great way 
for us to support and fund for our Scholarships and Christmas 

Parties.  The American Cancer Society, Relay for Life has also 
been scheduled on a limited basis on June 26th.  Gabe Escamilla 
continues to work as our team captain and does a great job.  With 
much enthusiasm we are looking forward to getting our chapter 
and all our great and outstanding members back together for 
meetings and social events.  We have all established a day-to-day 
social distancing routine that has been brought on by the Pandemic.  
Nevertheless, as we are moving forward and our country opens 
up, we are again looking at more participation in our Professional 
Loadmaster Association (PLA) and each of our chapters.  

P-A-P Chapter meeting in Arne's garage

Josh Piper arranged for us to talk to the Loadmasters in the 
6th Airlift squadron recently.  We met on a Friday afternoon 
following their commander’s call.  As always, we are trying to 
recruit new members into the chapter.  Kent Brown and I gave a 
brief history of the organization and explained how the national 
and local organization works.  We plan on doing this again in 
the near future.  We have a few good ideas for some upcoming 
events.  Ideas for a trip to the AMC museum at Dover AFB and a 
military museum in Millville NJ have been discussed.  We were 
happy to hear that the base will be holding an Airshow in May of 
2022.  The Blue Angles will be the main attraction.  We will try 
and use this as a fundraiser for the chapter. We are also talking 
about doing a few events with a local Jr ROTC group.  We are 
looking forward to being able to do more group activities.  You 
can contact me at (609) 410-5736 or michael_knt@yahoo.com.

in the next stage of their lives.  A few of us went over and helped 
them move some furniture into a moving pod.  They have been a 
big part of our chapter and we are sad to see them go.  JP spent 
30 years in the Air Force and another 17 as our SIM Instructor.  

One of the best reasons we should support our association and 
each chapter is by far the comradery, supporting local charities, 
and of course the fun we have when we get together.  What a great 
time to meet new people, make new friends, and participate in 
activities that support our chapters.  The friends I have met and 
been reconnected with since belonging to PLA have been priceless 
and much appreciated.  Listening and sharing the different 
Loadmaster experiences from all airplanes, all walks of life, and 
different eras has made the PLA experience very special.  A few 
lines from what our Loadmasters Association is all about: “The 
Professional Loadmaster Association’s principal reason for being 
is for the benefit of all Loadmasters and their families.  The core 
values of the Association are the flag of the United States, our 
self-confidence, and our empathy for each other.  Its basic mission 
is to guide the membership in solidarity, facilitate trust and 
mutual respect, and inspire personal growth and the pursuit of a 
purposeful sense of vision for the future of the PLA.”  Even though 
we have lots of retired Loadmasters and those retired from second 
jobs as members, I can’t think of a better way for our younger 
Loadmasters to be assisted in their Air Force careers and helping 
them find second career job opportunities.  This is an important 
part of participating in the Professional Loadmaster Association 
at the national level and with local chapters.  We have had retired 
Loadmasters that are or have worked with Boeing, Lockheed 
Martin, FlightSafety, ATI, Airborne Express, DHL, self-owned 
businesses, Civil Service, and many more companies that require 
the experience and professionalism of a Loadmaster.  Our younger 
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Trailblazers Chapter
Jayne Alexander, Trailblazers Chapter Secretary - Hello from the 
Trailblazers Chapter!  This has been a busy spring for our chapter!  
We had a great turn out for the Rock ’N Rumble in Altus, OK.  It’s 
one of the biggest events in town where folks come from all around 
to show off their awesome cars and cruise around Main Street.  We 

The Rock Chapter member Ron Sharp at the PLA campout at Indian Lakes

Trailblazers Chapter members at Rock 'N Rumble in Altus OK

Altus AFB all women C-17 flight crew L-R: SSgt Jackie Mermolia, SSgt Dani 
Armstrong, TSgt Melissa Michels, CMSgt Kathy Disney, MSgt Jayne Alexander

Altus AFB recently celebrated Women’s History month, 
showcasing women in aviation, a women’s fly-in of 15 different 
airplanes, and a women’s flight where a KC-135 and C-17 were 
operated by two all female crews.  We got to fly an airdrop sortie 
with some of the best Loadmasters around while showing off the 
C-17 to T-1 pilots and maintenance crew.  They got to come along 
and enjoy some ramp time during a low level while we watched 
the world fly by.  It was a great event and one we hope to see 
again in the future.  You can contact me at (253) 678-6058, jayne.
alexander@us.af.mil or Jayne.xander@yahoo.com.

The Rock Chapter
Jason Kunkel, The Rock Chapter President - Greetings from the 
Rock Chapter.  We had a great Spring and are looking forward 
to an excellent remainder of 2021.  We hosted our 2nd annual 
(although we skipped a year) PLA campout at Indian Lakes.  It was 
a really great weekend and I think we all enjoyed catching up with 
people we hadn’t seen in a long time.  We had several generations 
of Loadmasters in attendance, and they all managed to keep their 
clothes on!  We had a few members who were very generous and 
hired a couple of great bands to play for the event.  We burned some 
meat, killed a couple brews, swam, fished, and got to listen to some 
outstanding music.  A huge thanks to everyone who had a hand in 
putting it together, as well as those who attended.  We’re planning 
a golf tournament this fall, so keep an eye out for details on that.  In 
the meantime, take care of each other and enjoy the summer!  You 
can contact me at (661) 860-6399 or jason.kunkel75@me.com.

members can also take advantage of mentoring relationships with 
experienced second-career business-person Loadmasters and can 
learn from their useful insights and guidance.  These contacts 
are often a valuable source of information and can provide good 
suggestions when being faced with challenging situations as 
Loadmasters and in second careers.  In addition, the feeling that 
they have with a great support system of professional Loadmasters 
will boost their confidence in their decision-making process.  
We always welcome all Loadmasters from Northern California 
and Northern Nevada to join our local chapter and are proud of 
current members that have moved and continue to request they be 
associated with our chapter.  We hope in the near future we can 
continue to have our monthly meetings the first Tuesday of each 
month at Delta Breeze Club (NCO Club).  If you have any question, 
please contact Mark E. Raymond at mark.raymond@att.net.

were able to smoke 100 lbs of beef and sold our famous Pitt Beef 
sandwiches.  It turned out so well that we were able to sell out 
Saturday afternoon well before the event was over.  Next time we’ll 
have to plan for more!  We couldn’t have done it without the help 
of some awesome Loadmasters who gave up their Friday evening 
and Saturday to come out and fundraise with us!  We want to thank 
everyone who came out and a big thanks to Melissa Michels for 
running the event and making it a success!  A huge thanks also 
goes to the crew who showed up weeks before to clean up the 
smoker!  We stripped the paint off, cleaned it up, gave it a fresh 
coat of paint and it looks brand new!!  Can’t wait for the next event!  
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Trailblazers Chapter members at Rock 'N Rumble in Altus OK

The Professional Loadmaster Association (PLA) offers five 
scholarships annually for College and/or Vocational/Technical 
School after high school graduation.  Current college or vocational/
technical students may apply to complete their educational 
endeavor.  We have two scholarships in the amount of $1,000 each 
named in honor of John L. Levitow and Bill Cannon.  These are 
permanent scholarships.  Three additional $500.00 scholarships, 
each named for a different deceased Loadmaster, will be awarded 
each year.  Candidates for the selection process must be from 
PLA members in good standing and their family members (sons, 
daughters or grandchildren), and are limited to one scholarship per 
applicant.  If exceptional circumstances should arise, the Executive 
Committee will handle them accordingly.  For more information 
on scholarships go to http://www.loadmasters.com/scholarships.  
Applications, located on the PLA website, may be applied for 
through the Scholarship Manager Jim Engelker, 3707 Morningview 
Drive, Rapid City, SD 57702, or engelkerj@gmail.com.

Timeline for Scholarships:  Scholarship applications are due 
by close of business on April 1, 2022.  Please review the PLA 
scholarship information on the PLA website.  Take the time to 
complete an application, include your photograph and email it, 
in PDF format, to Jim  Engelker.  All scholarship applications 
received after that date will be returned.  Announcement of 
the scholarship award to the individual participant shall be 
no later than the middle of May of the year before scholarship 
announcement.  Announcement of scholarships awarded shall be 
published each year in the July issue of “The Loader” newsletter.
Additional Scholarship Name Selection:  Selection of names to be 
honored for upcoming additional scholarships shall be provided 
by December of the year before scholarship announcement.  
When completing your PLA application you will need to 
know the PLA membership # and date.  Please contact Chris 
Cummings at cchris1686@gmail.com to obtain this information.” 

Scholarship Donations can be made to our PLA Headquarters: 
P.O. Box 4351 Tacoma WA 98438

Write “Scholarship Fund” on checks. Remember every little bit 
counts toward keeping this program ongoing.

USAA again has graciously agreeded to sponsor this year's 
Professional Loadmaster Association (PLA) Bill Cannon 
Scholarship.  The PLA and the scholarship award winners 
would like to thank USAA for there generous contribution to the 
scholarship program.  Our special thanks goes out to Dick Smith 
of USAA for their help in making this sponorship possible.  

Sponsor of the Professional Loadmater Association
Bill Cannon Scholarship Award

Elizabeth Erickson Brooke - $1,000.00 
- John Levitow Scholarship.  College 
Application submitted: University of 
Nevada @ Las Vegas; University of Texas 
@ San Antonio; University of Utah; 
Arizona State University. Purposed field 
of study: Nursing BS.  Connection to PLA: 
Lucas Erickson, Father Membership # 
1950/Lifetime.

Piper LeeAnn Dougherty - $1,000.00 
- Bill Cannon Scholarship sponsored by 
USAA.  College application submitted: 
The College of Idaho.  Major: Psychology, 
minor in music, Spanish and health 
promotion.  PLA connection: Robert 
Kolbo, grandfather, membership # 592/ 
lifetime.

Graciela Vanessa Soriano-Cervantes - 
$500.00 - AFRC1A2 Command Chiefs 
Scholarship Sponsored by Richard Russell.  
Colleges application submitted: University 
of Maryland; College University.  Major: 
Psychology with a minor in Biology. PLA 
connection: She is a PLA member.

Austen Melissa Vickery - $500.00 - Ted 
Venturini Scholarship sponsored by Al 
Capone.  Colleges applications submitted: 
McKendree University; Kaskaskia College; 
Western Kentucky University; University 
of Louisville, St. Louis University.  Major: 
Law.  PLA Connection: Phillip Vickery, 
father, membership number: 2389.

Asia Kuhns - $500.00 - John E. Grooms, 
SR Scholarship.  Colleges applications 
submitted: Georgia Military College; 
Georgia Southern University.  Major: 
Health Science.  PLA connections: Eric 
Kuhns, father membership number: 305/ 
Lifetime.

2021 PLA Scholarship Award Winners:
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A Eulogy for Michael (Mike) M. Welch by lifelong friend Robert Schrader

Mike M. Welch was born in Newport, RI on November 11, 1945 and spent 12 years there until moving to Jacksonville Beach, FL where he joined the 
United States Air Force (USAF) on February 7, 1964.

Mike and I began our friendship sometime back in 1978.  We were both in the United States Air Force at the time and I met him at an 
acquisition meeting regarding the KC-10 Extender (a refueling aircraft) at Wright Patterson AFB in Dayton, Ohio.  I was stationed at 
Edwards AFB in the KC-10 Flight Test program and Mike was stationed at Wright Patterson as a lead Loadmaster.  Little did we know 
that our paths would cross numerous times during our careers as we both retired from the Air Force and hired on to McDonnell Douglas 
in Long Beach.  It did not take long to learn that Mike was the “go to guy” if you had a project you wanted to get done.  He was just that 
kind of person.  Never letting the grass grow under his feet.  Mike was the arranger; be it arranging for the distribution of Dodger game 
reserved seat assignments or our quarterly “Dinner for Eight” get togethers which we did for many years.

Mike’s military career spanned 24 years in various command assignments.  He was initially assigned as an Inventory Management Specialist in the 
Strategic Air Command at McCoy Air Force Base (AFB), FL; and then the Military Airlift Transport Service Hickam AFB, HI.  After three years at 
Hickam, he was selected to be an Aircraft Loadmaster.  He was assigned to the Air Training Command at Moody AFB, GA.  In 1968, upon completing 
Loadmaster School at Sheppard AFB, TX, Mike’s first Loadmaster assignment was flying C-130E aircraft as an Aerial Port Rigger assigned to the 
Tactical Airlift Command at Pope AFB, NC.  Then he became a C-123 Flight Examiner/Instructor Loadmaster at a Special Operations Squadron, 
Nakhon Phanom Royal Thai AFB, Thailand. Between 1971-1974.

Following his combat tour there, he was assigned to the Military Airlift Command at Charleston AFB, SC as a C-141 Instructor Loadmaster.  Between 
1974-1979 Mike was assigned in various capacities including an assignment to Altus AFB, OK.  Between 1979-1988 he was assigned to Headquarters 
Military Airlift Command but stationed at Wright Patterson AFB, OH as Cargo and Airdrop Systems Acquisition Program Manager.  He was 
responsible for cargo systems acquisition and development, and provided operational direction associated with a variety of aircraft including the C-17, 
C-20, C-21, C-23 and KC-10 aircraft programs. Additionally, Mike was involved with the C-17, C-141 and C-130 Airdrop Research Test Projects.

Mike maintained his Aircraft Loadmaster currency on the C-141 at Charleston AFB, SC; KC-10 at Barksdale AFB, LA and March AFB, CA; and the 
C-23 at Zweibrucken AB, Germany.  During his military career Mike accumulated over 6,500 flying hours on C-130E, C-123K, C-141A/B, KC-10A 
and C-23A aircraft with 151 combat missions and 551 combat flying hours on C-123K aircraft plus 39 combat support missions on C-141A aircraft 
while in Southeast Asia.  Mike retired from the USAF on April 1, 1988 as a Chief Master Sergeant (E-9).

Note: As one of Mike’s dear friends, John Akers put it, “Mike and I were desk mates in the KC-10 Special Projects Office at Wright Patterson AFB 
in 1980 and have been close friends ever since.  Mike had a sidekick by the name of General Duane Cassidy.  They did more for the air mobility 
world than anyone could ever imagine.  Today, and everyday, their impact is realized by all the Airlift, Air Mobility, and Tanker aviators.  
Mike’s influence steered the KC-10 Cargo Loading modernization (TCP 29) in the early days.  He was instrumental in getting the hand-held 
weight and balance system started (Hewlett-Smasher). That influenced the changes to the KC-135 tanker as well.  Mike was respected, and 
in some cases, revered.  I only know of one “CHIEF” that a 4 Star General would fly to attend his retirement and perform the ceremony!”
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 After retiring from the USAF, Mike worked at the McDonnell Douglas Company, Long Beach, CA in various positions including, Chief, C-17 
Aircrew Training Loadmaster, C-17 Operations Engineering as a Systems Analyst and Chairman of the Airlift Mission Systems Panel.  Following 
those assignments, he was promoted to the commercial division of MDC as a Senior Manager in Product Support Technical Publications. Next, due 
to his expertise, he was moved over to the C-17 and BC-17X International Programs Integrated Product Teams (IPT).  He was a Lead and Program 
Integration Manager for the United Kingdom C-17 Program, and the Canadian Forces C-17 Future Strategic Aircraft Program; then with Boeing he 
became the C-130 Avionics Modernization Program Director of Business Development. 

As John noted, Mike was instrumental in influencing the design of the loading system on the KC-10 refueling tanker as well as the C-17 
cargo carrying aircraft.  Mike retired from The Boeing Company on December 31, 2014 after 27 years. 

In  October 2015, Mike had the distinct honor of being inducted with five other C-17 Pathfinder Loadmasters into the Airlift/Tanker Association Walk 
of Fame at its own Mobility Memorial Park at Scott AFB, Illinois.  Their likenesses are sculpted into a beautiful bronze plaque located there. 

Mike was a member of many professional organizations and currently was President, See Seventeen Chapter, Airlift/Tanker Association; President, 
Troop Carrier/Tactical Airlift Association; Executive Board Member, Professional Loadmaster Association; Vice President, 57th Alumni Association; 
Executive Board Member, Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 53; and member of the Air Commando Association, Distinguished Flying Cross 
Society, the Thailand, Laos, Cambodia Brotherhood Society; and Secretary/Treasurer, the Rotary International, Hermosa Beach, CA Club. 

Mike had a Bachelor’s degree in Education from Southern Illinois University and a Master’s degree in Management and Supervision from Central 
Michigan University. 

Mike’s Air Force medals include:
•	 Distinguished Flying Cross
•	 Meritorious Service Medal with 1 OLC
•	 Air Medal with 9 OLC
•	 AF Commendation Medal with 2 OLC
•	 Aerial Achievement Medal
•	 Combat Readiness Medal with 5 OLC
•	 AF Good Conduct Medal with 7 OLC
•	 National Defense Service Medal
•	 AF Expeditionary Medal with 5 OLC
•	 Vietnam Service Medal 7 Stars
•	 Humanitarian Service Medal
•	 Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross
•	 Republic of Vietnam Civil Action Medal
•	 Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal

His other military awards include:
•	 Presidential Unit Award
•	 AF Organizational Unit Award with V Device, 1 OLC
•	 AF Organizational Excellence Award with 2 OLC
•	 Short Tour Overseas Award
•	 Long Tour Overseas Award
•	 AF Longevity Service Award with 5 OLC
•	 AF NCOA & SNCOA Graduation Ribbon with 1 OLC
•	 Small Arms Expert Ribbon
•	 AF Training Ribbon
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 Kathy Disney, Professional Loadmaster Association (PLA) President - “This has got to be one of the hardest additions I’ve 
written.  I think about Mike Welch, my PLA mentor, my sounding board when I need to vent.  I miss that great man as a friend, and I 
feel the airlift world has lost a pioneer.  He had an influence on me and all the professional organizations he supported.  I will always 
remember our last phone call; I will miss them and you Rest In Peace Mike!”

 Bill Kehler, “President Troop Carrier/Tactical Airlift Association (T/TAA) – We recently lost Mike Welch, our esteemed and 
beloved leader, who was a genuine trooper until the very end.  Mike fought the good fight through multiple maladies these past several 
years.  He even flew on a C-17 air refueling flight as recently as April of this year.  The Airlift/Tanker Association couldn’t have made 
a better choice when they inducted Mike into their Hall of Fame in 2015.  Under Mike’s stellar leadership our organization has grown 
dramatically, and he brought us through the global pandemic with his usual style and grace.  In fact, we were one of the few veteran 
organizations to hold a reunion in 2020.  And, now we must carry the torch forward with the 2021 reunion in San Antonio this 13-16 
October.  Let’s all make an attempt to be there to honor Mike and our other comrades in arms who have made their last flight West this 
past year.  Let’s continue to keep Mike’s family in our prayers.  The entire TC/TAA family grieves with them for their and our great loss.

 John Akers, personal friend - Beverly and I took a couple day trip to Tims Ford State park for some golf and a tour of Jack Daniels 
Distillery.  During the tour I was interacting with the tour guide as he was a “Yankee from Michigan”, but he was a veteran.  After the end 
of the tour he asked what branch of the service I retired from and he said one of the out front greeters is retired Air Force.  As I was leaving 
and thought “what the hell”, I asked the guys out front who is the retired Air Force Propeller Butt.  Lo and behold one guy spoke up.  After 
a small talk, “sit down, shut up, keep your feet off the seats’, typical pax briefing” and about where and what we did, the SKY opened.  
He was a retired Loadmaster.  Flew 130s and 141s.  I asked the question, Do you know Mike Welch?  Sure I know him and a lot of things 
he did.  The guys name was Billy (Eckert), I think.  I was blown away.  He said he was one of the first ALCE team members that went to 
Barksdale for KC-10 training.  He also knew about Boom Operators being involved in the ALCE as well.  I told him this was due to Mike’s 
influence and General Cassidy’s support.  I told him how far back Mike and I went, and he was in awe.  He knew about A/TA and Mike’s 
involvement in it as well as all the tactical airlift reunion agencies.  He also knew about the Pathfinders and the Walk of Fame at Scott.  
How small a world is it, you meet a tour greeter in Lynchburg TN, that you shared a commonality with in jobs but in knowing and serving 
with the same people, especially a dear friend.  Lastly you are never ceased to be amazed by the manner in which Mike touched so many 
people and is so fondly remembered in a small town in middle TN.  This gentleman’s last striking comment was that “Mike was so humble.”

 Woodie Hall, President 57th Alumni Association - I have had the privilege of knowing Chief Welch since the late seventies.  We 
worked together for a while at McDonnell Douglas Training Systems, Inc. in Bedford, TX.  Mike, however, departed Texas for Long 
Beach, CA, where he would fulfill a dream of his and work on the Air Force's new cargo airplane, the C-17.  For years we communicated 
via email, and in 2013 we met up again at a 57th Alumni Association reunion.  Mike Welch will be deeply missed here, leaving behind 
now only those fond memories we have of him, and there are many.  I believe Mike would like us all not to grieve his death but rather 
celebrate his life.  I think all that knew Mike would say, he always did enjoy life to the fullest, didn’t he?  His positive outlook on life 
was most admirable, even contagious, some would say.  He always had a smile for everyone and was highly regarded by everyone who 
ever had the opportunity to meet him.  Mike served faithfully as the Vice-President of the 57th Alumni Association from 2013 – 2021.

 Rich Klindt, personal friend - I first met Mike Welch at C-123K Loadmaster school at Lockbourne AFB, Ohio (now 
Rickenbacker) in February 1970.  I was a wet behind the ears Loadmaster just recently being qualified on C-141A before getting 
my assignment to NKP, Thailand.  Mike took me under his wing as we went through school.  Upon graduation we went our separate 
ways heading to Thailand.  I made a stop at Clark AB, Philippines before going in country to attend jungle survival school.  Shortly 
after arrival in country we ended up as roommates for the whole time we were at NKP.  He was a dedicated NCO who immediately 
volunteered to work in the Awards and Decorations section of the Squadron.  Needless to say, our room of four Loadmasters, Paul 
Bechtold, Al Maglio, myself, and Mike always had our Air Medals submitted in a timely manner.  Upon departure from Thailand, 
we went our separate ways, Mike to Charleston and me on to Forbes AFB, KS. (Topeka).  We didn’t really hook up again until I was 
stationed in Germany on C-23A Sherpa’s.  Come to find out Mike was part of the team that selected the Shorts 330 (C-23A Sherpa) 
aircraft for the European Distribution System in the Mid 80’s.  We hooked up at Mildenhall to do all the test loadings for the Sherpa and 
establish the specific loadings procedures for the F-16, F-15, A-10 and F-111 jet engines for the -9.  Once completed Mike came back 
to Germany several months later and visited the 10th MAS and checked out the operation.  Mike was very dedicated to the career field 
and his work.  I wish I had had his work ethics.  Several years later we started meeting at the C-123 SEA reunions and then the TC/TAA 
reunions.  He was always checking up on Joyce and me, and we really enjoyed our get-to-gathers.  It was a shock to me to here about 
his latest medical issues.  He had called a couple of weeks before his death and informed us of his latest medical issues.  He was always 
upbeat and positive about his prognosis.  He will be greatly missed.  He was a true professional and dedicated to aircrew operations and 
his family.  Our condolences go out to his wife Candace and boys.
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The Professional Loadmaster Association offers condolences to the families and friends of the following Loadmasters whose 
deaths have been reported to our association.  Name underlined denotes a PLA Member.  *Denotes a Lifetime Member.

* John Warren Martin, Jr. - of Port St. Lucie, FL died on March 1, 2021 at the age of 75 years.  John was born in Gainesville, 
FL.  He served 20 years in the US Air Force before being honorably discharged with the rank of Master Sergeant.  He spent the 
next 20+ years doing what he loved – flying as a commercial pilot.  He is survived by his two children, son Daniel Martin and 
daughter Katherine Martin.  His two grand children, Alec and Laicey.  His daughter-in-law Heather Martin.  His siblings – Betty, 
Linda, Tom, and Jackie.  And his dog Brinks whom he loved more than anything.  Brinks will be living with Daniel and his family 
where he is loved and happy.  John was a larger than life character that enjoyed flying, fishing, spending time with Brinks and his 
many friends whom he loved like family.  The family will be holding a private service before spreading his ashes in the Florida 
Gulf Stream where he loved to fish.  www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/palmbeachpost/name/john-martin-obituary?pid=198002010

* MSgt (RET) Darrin M. McClure, age 54, of Arlington, Texas passed away on Saturday, May 15, 2021.  Darrin 
was born August 30, 1966.  Fond memories and expressions of sympathy may be shared at www.gwspencerdirs.net for 
the McClure family.  Visitation - Tuesday, May 25, 2021.  Celebration of Life - Wednesday, May 26, 2021.  Burial - 
Wednesday, May 26, 2021.  www.dignitymemorial.com/en-ca/obituaries/fort-worth-tx/msgt-ret-darrin-mcclure-10198481

* Harry Perry McCommons, “Perry” “Mac”, age 84 of Lillington, NC, passed away on May 28, 2021.  He was born in Elkton, MD 
on February 24, 1937 to the late Amor P. McCommons and Ethel Elizabeth (Jackson) McCommons.  Perry proudly served his country 
in the United States Air Force.  He retired as a Chief Master Sergeant in 1985 after 30 years of active-duty service.  Perry retired from 
federal civil service with 26 years as the Deputy Director of Mobility Forces at Headquarters Joint Special Operations Command (JSOC) 
in Fort Bragg, NC.  He was inducted into the United States Special Operations Command Commando Hall of Honor in 2018.  Perry was 
presented the Headquarters Joint Special Operations Command Lifetime Achievement Award in 2019.  Due to the classified nature of 
Special Operations, most will never know the depth and magnitude of his efforts.  Perry’s contributions to this nation can’t be overstated 
and his impacts will be felt for decades to come.  He had a direct impact on every major military operation from 1955 to 2012.  Perry was 
an avid baseball fan and fisherman.  He was generous to a fault with his time, his wisdom and his friendship to the countless people who 
worked with him and for him during his 56-year career.  He was very involved with supporting organizations dedicated to misguided 
youth and humanitarian efforts.  Perry was an accomplished and avid gardener who had a love for animals and strong interest in family 
ancestry.  There was nothing he loved more than spending time with his grandsons, Zachary and Noah, who were a source of endless 
pride for him.  Perry is survived by his daughter: Debra Jo McCommons of Virginia Beach, VA; son: Christopher John McCommons 
and his wife, Tina from Angier, NC; two brothers: Marshall McCommons and his wife, Carol of Lutz, FL: Jack McCommons and his 
wife, Rhonda of Elkton, MD; two sisters: Phyllis Byrne of Lewes, DE and Carol Swyka and her husband, Bobby of Chesapeake City, 
MD; as well as two grandsons: Zachary and Noah McCommons-Martin of Virginia Beach, VA.  In addition to his parents, Perry was 
preceded in death by his wife, Marilyn McCommons; son: Perry Douglas McCommons; four sisters: Jayne Foard, Joanne Ernst, Mary 
(Tish) Stawickey and Dora McCommons; brother: Douglas Lee McCommons; and brother-in-law, Thomas Byrne.  A Mass of Catholic 
Burial will be held on Thursday, June 3, 2021 at 11:00AM at St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic Church, 2844 Village Drive, Fayetteville, NC 
28304.  Family and friends may attend the visitation beginning at 10:00 AM.  A celebration of Perry’s life will be held on Saturday, June 
5, 2021 at 11:00AM at R.T. Foard & Jones Funeral Home, 122 West Main Street, Newark, DE 19711.  Family and friends may attend 
the visitation beginning at 10:00AM.  Burial will follow at Cherry Hill United Methodist Cemetery.  To send an online condolence, 
please visit, www.rtfoard.com.  In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to JSOA, The Joint Special Operations 
Association.  Contributions may be sent in care to P.O. Box 72758 Fort Bragg, NC 28307.  http://www.tributes.com/show/108519349

* Michael D. Spangler was born in Cincinnati, Ohio on May 3, 1952 to R. Lee Spangler and Muriel (Dillon) Spangler.  He passed away 
unexpectedly at Scripps Mercy Hospital on December 14, 2020.  Michael began his Air Force career at Lackland Air Force Base in April 
of 1978, at the age of 26.  He was an Honor Graduate of Basic Training and retired in May of 2011 with the rank of Senior Master Sargent. 
Michael served as a Loadmaster for several years and completed many logistic tours during his 31 years of Military Service to his Country.  
While serving in the military he met Ann Imlay in Panama and they married.  They had one son, Johnathan Michael Spangler.  After Ann’s 
untimely death Michael met and married Aida Del Carmen Rojas Llave.  They had one daughter, Aida Michelle Spangler.  Johnathan 
and Aida Michelle were the apples of Michael’s eyes!  Michael is survived by his wife Aida, son Johnathan, daughter, Aida Michelle.  
Brothers, Lee (Carol) Spangler, and Mark Spangler.  He was preceded in death by his Father, R. Lee Spangler and Mother, Muriel (Dillon) 
Spangler.  Michael had a heart of gold.  He had seen the sufferings of people and it touched his heart.  Michael gave to many charities and 
had a hard time saying no.  Even if just $5, Michael would always give something.  Michael was a spiritual man and was always looking 
to grow spiritually.  He was offended by the inhumanity of man to those weaker.  He found peace of soul with his family, fellowship with 
the men’s group of St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church, and the services.  Military Memorial Services will be held at Miramar National 
Cemetery on Monday, May 10, 2021 at 10:00 am (PST).  In person services are by invitation only.  Video live streaming will be on Michael 

 Bill Kehler, “President Troop Carrier/Tactical Airlift Association (T/TAA) – We recently lost Mike Welch, our esteemed and 
beloved leader, who was a genuine trooper until the very end.  Mike fought the good fight through multiple maladies these past several 
years.  He even flew on a C-17 air refueling flight as recently as April of this year.  The Airlift/Tanker Association couldn’t have made 
a better choice when they inducted Mike into their Hall of Fame in 2015.  Under Mike’s stellar leadership our organization has grown 
dramatically, and he brought us through the global pandemic with his usual style and grace.  In fact, we were one of the few veteran 
organizations to hold a reunion in 2020.  And, now we must carry the torch forward with the 2021 reunion in San Antonio this 13-16 
October.  Let’s all make an attempt to be there to honor Mike and our other comrades in arms who have made their last flight West this 
past year.  Let’s continue to keep Mike’s family in our prayers.  The entire TC/TAA family grieves with them for their and our great loss.
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Spangler’s or Aida Spangler’s FaceBook.  www.smartcremation.tributes.com/obituary/show/Michael-Dennis-Spangler-108514952

* Michael “Mike” Mark Welch passed away at his home in Hermosa Beach, California on June 7th, 2021 at the age of 75. He was 
surrounded by his family as he peacefully passed. Mike is survived by his wife, Candace Joann Ford (Hermosa Beach, CA); his three 
sons, Christopher Kevin Welch (Janel Sute Welch, Port Orange, FL), Matthew Ford Welch (Hermosa Beach, CA), and Andrew Ford 
Welch (Hermosa Beach, CA); his three grandsons, Zachary Welch (Victoria Welch, Wilmore, KY), Bret Welch (Bar Harbor, ME), and 
Noah Welch (Wilmore, KY); his uncle, Joe Welch (Donna Welch, O’Fallon, MO); his aunt, Gertrude Mello (Portsmouth, RI); his three 
step-siblings, Glenn Guthrie (Neptune Beach, FL), Donna Guthrie (Atlantic Beach, FL), and Richard Welch (Deana Welch, Mesa, AZ).  
Mike was born in Newport, Rhode Island on November 11th, 1945 to James and Diana (née Mello) Welch. He spent his early childhood 
in Newport before moving to Jacksonville Beach, Florida. He lived with his mother, his stepfather William Guthrie (a retired US Navy 
Chief Boatswain Mate) and his half-siblings Glenn and Donna, until he graduated from Duncan U. Fletcher High School.  Mike enlisted 
in the United States Air Force after high school, and over the course of his 24-year career, he rose to the highest enlisted rank of Chief 
Master Sergeant. During his career as a Loadmaster, his duty assignments included Texas, Florida, Hawaii, Georgia, North Carolina, 
Nakhon Phanom (NKP) Thailand, South Carolina, Oklahoma and Ohio. While stationed at NKP, he flew 151 night combat missions and 
551 combat flying hours while flying the Ho Chi Minh Trail over Laos, Cambodia & North Vietnam, and 39 combat support missions in 
Vietnam.  Among his numerous awards, Mike earned the Distinguished Flying Cross for his actions on December 25, 1970 in the Mu Gia 
Pass between North Vietnam & Laos. During this mission, he flew on the C-123K Candlestick for the 606th Special Operations Squad-
ron, 56th Special Operations Wing at NKP. Other major awards and medals included the Meritorious Service Medal with 1 Oak Leaf 
Cluster (OLC); and Air Medals with 9 OLCs for his actions flying the Ho Chi Minh Trail in Laos, Cambodia, North and South Vietnam 
from February 1970 to August 1974. His other awards and medals included the Air Force Achievement Medal, the Presidential Unit Ci-
tation, the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with V Device and 5 OLCs, the Air Force Organizational Excellence Award with 2 OLCs, 
the Air Force Combat Readiness Medal with 5 OLCs, and 16 additional Air Force and Foreign Campaign Medals.  Mike retired from 
the USAF in 1988, amassing over 6,500 flying hours on numerous aircraft including the C-130E, C-123K, C-141 A/B, KC-10A, C-23A, 
C-27A, Aeritalia G.222 & Casa CN-235 and visiting 96 countries. After his retirement, he continued to stay involved in several military 
and civilian organizations. He was a president of the See Seventeen Chapter of the Airlift/Tanker Association (A/TA), executive board 
member of the A/TA; president of the Troop Carrier/Tactical Airlift Association; executive board member of the Professional Loadmas-
ter Association; vice president of the 57th Alumni Association; executive board member of the Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 53; 
secretary and treasurer of the Hermosa Beach Rotary Club; and member of the Distinguished Flying Cross Society, the Air Commando 
Association, and the Thailand, Laos, Cambodia Brotherhood Society.  Additionally, Mike was inducted into the A/TA Hall of Fame as 
one of the six “Pathfinder Loadmasters” on October 31, 2015 due to his groundbreaking work in developing a Loadmaster station for the 
C-17A. A bust is installed in honor of this group at the A/TA Walk of Fame at Scott AFB, Illinois.  After retiring from the USAF, he began 
working for McDonnell Douglas Corporation (MDC), and eventually The Boeing Company. He was the Chief C-17 Aircrew Training 
Loadmaster; the C-17 Operations Engineering – Mission and Aircrew Systems as a Systems Analyst and Chairman of the Airlift Mission 
Systems Panel; then promoted to the MDC Commercial Division, Product Support, Technical Publications as a Senior Manager; then 
the International C-17 Programs Integrated Product Team (IPT) Lead and BC-17X Program Integration Manager; then the IPT Lead 
and Program Integration Manager for the United Kingdom C-17 Program and IPT Lead for the Canadian Forces C-17 Programs; and 
International C-130 Avionics Modernization Program Director, Business Development for Sweden, Norway, Netherlands, Portugal and 
Japan Programs. Mike retired from The Boeing Company on December 31, 2014, after 27 years.  Mike’s greatest passions outside of 
work and family were baseball and softball. He began playing at nine years old with the Lions in Newport, and continued to play with 
numerous teams in and around Jacksonville. His primary positions were Shortstop, Second Base, and Third Base, particularly prefer-
ring Shortstop. After joining the USAF, he continued playing baseball, as well as fast and slow-pitch softball. He played on base teams 
in places like Orlando, Honolulu, Charleston SC, Altus OK, and even in places overseas like NKP, Tachikawa in Tokyo, Puerto Rico, 
Guam, and the Philippines. His teams won a collection of awards, including participating in and winning several tournaments put on by 
Military Airlift Command, Strategic Air Command, and Pacific Air Forces. Mike’s team while stationed at Charleston AFB was notable 
for having won the 1972 Command Tournament.  After retiring, he was an avid senior softball player in a career that spanned almost 
20 years. He played for many recreational league teams in the area around Hermosa Beach, such as Marauders, Fat Cola, and Admiral 
Risty. He eventually joined the Git-R-Done tournament team that was a member of Senior Softball-USA, and with them he won a wide 
array of All-Tourney awards and championship rings. He also founded the softball team for his church, St. Cross Episcopal in Hermosa 
Beach, and his playing and coaching led the team to many titles.  Mike earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Education from Southern Illinois 
University at Carbondale, Carbondale, IL; and a Master’s Degree in Management & Supervision from Central Michigan University, Mt. 
Pleasant, MI. His hobbies outside of baseball and softball included skiing & golf.  Funeral arrangements are pending.  www.atalink.org/
news/a-ta-mourns-the-loss-of-dear-friend-and-hall-of-fame-member,-cmsgt-michael-m.-welch,-usaf,-retired
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Non member

William "Bill" W. Bickel Sr. - passed away May 9, 2021, 193rd Special Operations Wing.  www.sheetzfuneralhome.com/obituaries/
William-Bill-Bickel/#!/Obituary

Richard “Dicky” Gene Collins - passed away January 11, 2021.  www.parsellfuneralhomes.com/obituaries/Richard-Dicky-Collins/#!/
Obituary

Eddie Lomeli - passed away September 5, 2020, 86th MAS Travis AFB CA.  www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/sandiegouniontribune/name/
eddie-lomeli-obituary?pid=196843929

William Simpson - passed away April 28, 2021, 75th at Travis and on C-130s at Clark and Yokota.  www.dignitymemorial.com/
obituaries/fairview-heights-il/william-simpson-10172523

Charles Edward Schwab - passed away May 4, 2021.  53rd MAS Norton AFB.  www.facebook.com/groups/WHalumni/
posts/10157860654651606

PLA Pins and Patches
Pins and Patches are available through the 
National Secretary. The PLA Pin is $7.00 
and the Patch is $10.00 each, including 
mailing.  If you or your Chapter are 
interested in having some, please contact 
us. E-mail: cchris1686@gmail.com.

PLA Coins
The coins have both Friendship Through 
Airlift and Yesterday - Today - Tomorrow 
around the circle on the back and now 
they are in full color!  The US Flag is in 
color and unchanged.  The box below the 
fl ag is empty so you may have whatever 
you wish engraved on it.  The PLA coin 
is $10.00  If you or your Chapter are 
interested in having some, please contact 
us. E-mail: cchris1686@gmail.com.

The Rock Chapter Tee Shirts - $25.00 
per tee shirt, shipping included.  Send a 
check to: Rock Chapter PLA, P.O. Box 
1113, Jacksonville, AR, 72078 or call (501) 
533-5873 for a PayPal invoice & payment.  
Available sizes include Small-2XL

Spangler’s or Aida Spangler’s FaceBook.  www.smartcremation.tributes.com/obituary/show/Michael-Dennis-Spangler-108514952

* Michael “Mike” Mark Welch passed away at his home in Hermosa Beach, California on June 7th, 2021 at the age of 75. He was 
surrounded by his family as he peacefully passed. Mike is survived by his wife, Candace Joann Ford (Hermosa Beach, CA); his three 
sons, Christopher Kevin Welch (Janel Sute Welch, Port Orange, FL), Matthew Ford Welch (Hermosa Beach, CA), and Andrew Ford 
Welch (Hermosa Beach, CA); his three grandsons, Zachary Welch (Victoria Welch, Wilmore, KY), Bret Welch (Bar Harbor, ME), and 
Noah Welch (Wilmore, KY); his uncle, Joe Welch (Donna Welch, O’Fallon, MO); his aunt, Gertrude Mello (Portsmouth, RI); his three 
step-siblings, Glenn Guthrie (Neptune Beach, FL), Donna Guthrie (Atlantic Beach, FL), and Richard Welch (Deana Welch, Mesa, AZ).  
Mike was born in Newport, Rhode Island on November 11th, 1945 to James and Diana (née Mello) Welch. He spent his early childhood 
in Newport before moving to Jacksonville Beach, Florida. He lived with his mother, his stepfather William Guthrie (a retired US Navy 
Chief Boatswain Mate) and his half-siblings Glenn and Donna, until he graduated from Duncan U. Fletcher High School.  Mike enlisted 
in the United States Air Force after high school, and over the course of his 24-year career, he rose to the highest enlisted rank of Chief 
Master Sergeant. During his career as a Loadmaster, his duty assignments included Texas, Florida, Hawaii, Georgia, North Carolina, 
Nakhon Phanom (NKP) Thailand, South Carolina, Oklahoma and Ohio. While stationed at NKP, he fl ew 151 night combat missions and 
551 combat fl ying hours while fl ying the Ho Chi Minh Trail over Laos, Cambodia & North Vietnam, and 39 combat support missions in 
Vietnam.  Among his numerous awards, Mike earned the Distinguished Flying Cross for his actions on December 25, 1970 in the Mu Gia 
Pass between North Vietnam & Laos. During this mission, he fl ew on the C-123K Candlestick for the 606th Special Operations Squad-
ron, 56th Special Operations Wing at NKP. Other major awards and medals included the Meritorious Service Medal with 1 Oak Leaf 
Cluster (OLC); and Air Medals with 9 OLCs for his actions fl ying the Ho Chi Minh Trail in Laos, Cambodia, North and South Vietnam 
from February 1970 to August 1974. His other awards and medals included the Air Force Achievement Medal, the Presidential Unit Ci-
tation, the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with V Device and 5 OLCs, the Air Force Organizational Excellence Award with 2 OLCs, 
the Air Force Combat Readiness Medal with 5 OLCs, and 16 additional Air Force and Foreign Campaign Medals.  Mike retired from 
the USAF in 1988, amassing over 6,500 fl ying hours on numerous aircraft including the C-130E, C-123K, C-141 A/B, KC-10A, C-23A, 
C-27A, Aeritalia G.222 & Casa CN-235 and visiting 96 countries. After his retirement, he continued to stay involved in several military 
and civilian organizations. He was a president of the See Seventeen Chapter of the Airlift/Tanker Association (A/TA), executive board 
member of the A/TA; president of the Troop Carrier/Tactical Airlift Association; executive board member of the Professional Loadmas-
ter Association; vice president of the 57th Alumni Association; executive board member of the Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 53; 
secretary and treasurer of the Hermosa Beach Rotary Club; and member of the Distinguished Flying Cross Society, the Air Commando 
Association, and the Thailand, Laos, Cambodia Brotherhood Society.  Additionally, Mike was inducted into the A/TA Hall of Fame as 
one of the six “Pathfi nder Loadmasters” on October 31, 2015 due to his groundbreaking work in developing a Loadmaster station for the 
C-17A. A bust is installed in honor of this group at the A/TA Walk of Fame at Scott AFB, Illinois.  After retiring from the USAF, he began 
working for McDonnell Douglas Corporation (MDC), and eventually The Boeing Company. He was the Chief C-17 Aircrew Training 
Loadmaster; the C-17 Operations Engineering – Mission and Aircrew Systems as a Systems Analyst and Chairman of the Airlift Mission 
Systems Panel; then promoted to the MDC Commercial Division, Product Support, Technical Publications as a Senior Manager; then 
the International C-17 Programs Integrated Product Team (IPT) Lead and BC-17X Program Integration Manager; then the IPT Lead 
and Program Integration Manager for the United Kingdom C-17 Program and IPT Lead for the Canadian Forces C-17 Programs; and 
International C-130 Avionics Modernization Program Director, Business Development for Sweden, Norway, Netherlands, Portugal and 
Japan Programs. Mike retired from The Boeing Company on December 31, 2014, after 27 years.  Mike’s greatest passions outside of 
work and family were baseball and softball. He began playing at nine years old with the Lions in Newport, and continued to play with 
numerous teams in and around Jacksonville. His primary positions were Shortstop, Second Base, and Third Base, particularly prefer-
ring Shortstop. After joining the USAF, he continued playing baseball, as well as fast and slow-pitch softball. He played on base teams 
in places like Orlando, Honolulu, Charleston SC, Altus OK, and even in places overseas like NKP, Tachikawa in Tokyo, Puerto Rico, 
Guam, and the Philippines. His teams won a collection of awards, including participating in and winning several tournaments put on by 
Military Airlift Command, Strategic Air Command, and Pacifi c Air Forces. Mike’s team while stationed at Charleston AFB was notable 
for having won the 1972 Command Tournament.  After retiring, he was an avid senior softball player in a career that spanned almost 
20 years. He played for many recreational league teams in the area around Hermosa Beach, such as Marauders, Fat Cola, and Admiral 
Risty. He eventually joined the Git-R-Done tournament team that was a member of Senior Softball-USA, and with them he won a wide 
array of All-Tourney awards and championship rings. He also founded the softball team for his church, St. Cross Episcopal in Hermosa 
Beach, and his playing and coaching led the team to many titles.  Mike earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Education from Southern Illinois 
University at Carbondale, Carbondale, IL; and a Master’s Degree in Management & Supervision from Central Michigan University, Mt. 
Pleasant, MI. His hobbies outside of baseball and softball included skiing & golf.  Funeral arrangements are pending.  www.atalink.org/
news/a-ta-mourns-the-loss-of-dear-friend-and-hall-of-fame-member,-cmsgt-michael-m.-welch,-usaf,-retired

Surviving Death By A Thousand Cuts by Wim Wetzel & Marilyn Brumbaugh.  The book 
can be purchased at Amazon.com on Kindle or paperback.  Or you can order directly at: https://
www.smashwords.com/books/view/1065410.

This autobiographical history of an immigrant family as they narrowly escaped death from the 
Dutch East Indies island nation of Indonesia.  The author, Wim Wetzel, was born after both his 
parents were released from four years detention in Japanese POW camps. Wim meticulously 
describes the family’s night-time escape evading radical extremists and their lengthy emigration 
to Holland and ultimately to America. The family patriarch, Willy Wetzel, a Master in Poekoelan 
Tjimindi started the fi rst public martial arts school in America where Wim taught the art for 12 
years.  He describes the challenges the family faced from racial discrimination and overcoming 
it to become successful and highly respected American citizens. At 18, he became a citizen on 
his own volition and immediately upon graduation from high school he joined and served his 
beloved America in the USAF for 24 years as a C-130/C141 Loadmaster and retired as a CMSgt.
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Professional Loadmaster Association Registration Card/Personal Data Change 

FIRST NAME_______________ MIDDLE INITIAL_______ LAST NAME____________________________
ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________________________
CITY________________________STATE____________ZIP____________COUNTRY___________________
PHONE:   WORK____________________HOME_________________E-Mail___________________________
COMPANY/BASE/UNIT__________________________JOB TITLE__________________________________
AIRCRAFT FLOWN_________________________SPONSORED BY (optional)_________________________
ACTIVE___RETIRED___RESERVE___ANG___CIVILIAN___OTHER (please specify)__________________
HOW DID YOU HEAR OF THE PLA?__________________________________________________________
WHO REFERRED YOU?_____________________________________________________________________
PREFERRED METHOD OF COMMUNICATION: U.S. POSTAL__________ELECTRONIC______________
I CERTIFY THAT I AM/OR HAVE BEEN A QUALIFIED LOADMASTER_____________________________
ADD ANY COMMENTS ABOUT YOURSELF: __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

LENGTH OF MEMBERSHIP: 1 YEAR     ______$25.00; 3 YEARS  ______$50.00;
     10 YEARS ______$150.00; LIFETIME______$250.00

Please enclose your check or money order and send to:

PROFESSIONAL LOADMASTER ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 4351
Tacoma WA 98438-0351

You may also join at www.loadmasters.com/subscribe.   By becoming a member, you agree to the terms and 
conditions located at www.loadmasters.com/blank.  We can be reached at the following telephone numbers: 
1-(800) 239-4524 or (845) 475-8457 or E-Mail address:  cchris1686@gmail.com..  You should receive your 
welcome package in 2-3 weeks.  Thank you for your membership and welcome to your organization.

“The Loader” is published for members of the Professional Loadmaster 
Association, a nonprofi t  tax-exempt organization sanctioned by 
Washington Secretary of State and the Internal Revenue Service.  “The 
Loader” is published three (3) times a year.   In the event of voluntary 
dissolution of said association, after all debts and obligations have 
been met, the remaining assets will be distributed to a nonprofi t fund or 
organization which is operated exclusively for charitable, educational, 
religious and or scientifi c purposes and which has been established tax 
exempt status under section 501C (10) of the Internal Revenue Code.

Parting Shot


